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Importance of Natural History Literacy

—Long-range Education at Museum—

MERF-UTHEZ*-FHX
Yoshiyuki KOIDE, Hiroyuki YAMASHITA and Daiji HIRATA

Abstract:

New natural history in museums plays an important role of life-long educa-

tion. The new natural history should be constructed by both theory and practice. The

systematic of its theory consists of trinity of natural science, modern natural philoso-

phy, and education of natural history. The education aims to cultivate persons having

natural history literacy. We present an activity in this paper that should take long-term

to acquire natural history literacy.
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Example of Practicing Earth Sciences Education by
Image Analysis Using Spreadsheets

(EBEE B B ILE=x
Kiyotada SATO*! and Ryuzo YOKOYAMA*?

Abstract:

Digital map image analysis is an effective method of research and education

of earth sciences. To analyze the images, we have developed an image analysis system

using spreadsheets and a data set of Landsat TM images, topographical maps and

vegetation maps. The operation style of spreadsheets is not only originally suitable for

analysis of the images but also effective teaching aid for college students.
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ay= 0.7
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Lectures by Professors of Universities in the Excursion on Earthquake Study

—Earth Science Lesson Supported by the Science Partnership
Program for High School Students—

no#® % —*
Norihito KAWAMURA

Abstract: The author invited the professors of the universities into high school

classroom, supported by the Science Partnership Program 2002 of the Ministry of

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. The professors gave earth science

special lectures on earthquake and earthquake disaster reduction unit. These special

lectures were given at the Nojima Fault Preservation Pavilion and the Disaster Reduc-

tion and Human Renovation Institution, Hyogo Prefecture. The students who took the

lessons were raised intensely interested in the unit, began to feel a desire to study the

unit about earthquake and earthquake disaster.
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How Many Names of Rocks Do University Students Know?

B K | X*
Yoshihisa HIROKI

Abstract:

One hundred and ninety first-year students at Osaka Kyoiku University

were asked to list the names of rocks they know. Nearly two-thirds of the students
(62.1%) mentioned granite which was followed by limestone (47.3%), basalt (28.9%),
quartz (18.9%), marble (18.4%), igneous rock (14.2%), mica (14.2%), volcanic rock
(12.6%), conglomerate (11.5%), sandstone (11.0%), and mudstone (10.0%). Forty per-
cent of the students included the names of minerals in their answers. The fact indicates

that many students do not understand the differences between rock and mineral.
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