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Hands-on Training of the Astronomical Telescopes for School Teachers

THELBAX-EHE—(ZF-RE  H*
Tomomi SHIMOIKURA, Kazuhito DOBASHI and Ko AKISATO

Abstract:
of the teachers’ skill in using telescopes. In this paper, a course of a hands-on training

One of the most serious problems in teaching astronomy at school is a lack

was carried out for 14 teachers to assess how much training can improve their skills in
the use of telescopes. As a result, almost all of the teachers had acquired the minimal
knowledge needed to operate the telescopes within just a few hours, and they also had
improved confidence to run astronomical observations in their science classes at school.
These observations indicate that such hands-on training can work sufficiently not only
to improve the teachers’ skill but also to encourage them to put an astronomical
observation into practice. In addition to the skill of using telescopes, the study also
revealed several other problems that teachers often encounter when undertaking
astronomical observations at school. Possible solutions are proposed for each of these

problems.
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